Guidelines for the management of oral anticoagulant therapy in patients undergoing surgery.
The management of patients who require surgery while being treated with oral anticoagulants is a difficult balance between the risks of bleeding and those of recurrent thromboembolism. The urgency and the extent and site of surgery are important considerations, as are the strength of the indication for anticoagulants and the degree of anticoagulation. A practical approach is outlined for various situations that may be encountered.